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Spring 2018	 A letter from
 

“
 Superintendent 

Tonia Thompson
 

Dear Binghamton Family,
 
This edition of B-Today greets you as the second semester of the year is underway. 

B-Today, the district’s quarterly newsletter, highlights some of the amazing work of 

our students and faculty, while communicating information that supports the mission 

and vision of the district. 

It is important to tell the story of public education and to effectively communicate the 
positive impact the Binghamton City School District is having on our community at 
large. Strong school districts understand the importance of effective communication, 
and we are committed to the following: 
•	 Keep parents and the public informed about the latest initiatives and activities. 
•	 Recognize and promote student and faculty success. 
•	 Help foster collaboration among the school, city and county so that resources are 

maximized and opportunities for students are sustained and enhanced. 
•	 Provide accurate and reliable information, especially in times of emergencies and 

crises. 
•	 Be reciprocal and recognize the value of listening, and the importance of building 

positive relationships. 
•	 Engage through social media messages, ensuring transparency and efficiently 

disseminate information. 
You will find on page 6 a chart that outlines several ways we communicate and the 
conditions under which we use each method. Our public relations department, along 
with the input of administrators, teachers, students and parents, has improved the 
ease of accessing information on the district website through a complete re-design. 
Accompanying the website, we are pleased to announce the Binghamton City School 
District app, which contains quick access to schedules and events. And of course, we 
recognize the best way to communicate is to do so in person. I encourage you to reach 
out directly to individuals you wish to speak with and to participate in events held in 
our schools so that you are best aware of your student’s education. 
You will also read about a pilot program that families of students at Theodore 
Roosevelt Elementary and East Middle School have been involved with related to 
school attendance. SafeArrival is a program that was announced in January to assist 
families to report anticipated student absences, as well as to assist our schools in 
alerting parents regarding student attendance issues. We are working on plans to 
expand the program across the district so that all families may benefit from this 
service. 
The numerous devastating events that have brought uncertainty to the safety of 
schools across the nation have raised questions from community members regarding 
the safety measures in place in the Binghamton schools. The safety of our students 
will always be our first priority. 
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Our schools are required to participate in annual drills. These 
include lockdown drills that help prepare staff and students in 
the event of imminent danger, which could include an intruder 
entering the building. 
These drills, as well as the specific safety plans of each of our 
school buildings, are regularly reviewed by the building safety 
teams. The teams then report needs or changes to their plans 
to the district office. We also hold annual safety meetings with 
the District Safety Team. The most recent meeting took place 
on March 26, when members participated in tabletop activities 
that simulated unsafe situations so that members could practice 
plans. 
Additionally, the district has both physical and personnel 
investments that help keep our students safe. Both middle 
schools and Binghamton High School have full-time school 
resource officers on duty, with an additional extra-hour 
duty officer at the high school. We are working with the 
Binghamton Police Department to out-post officers during 
the day at our elementary schools so that they gain greater 
familiarity with the buildings and the students. Binghamton 
High School also employees five safety officers, with plans to 
add an additional one next year. These officers are deployed 
throughout the school grounds. In fact, the school district has 
invested over the past six years, an additional $2.4 million 
dollars in personnel costs to support the social and emotional 
well-being of students through collaborations with community 
partners, school social workers, psychologists and school-
based clinics. 
Our Capital Committee has implemented numerous 
improvements to the entrances of our buildings, and we have 
installed surveillance cameras throughout our campuses, 
with a significant improvement to the high school scheduled 
to be completed in the summer of 2019. We also recognize 
the need to better enforce the district’s visitor policy with 
clear expectations for entering each school building at the 
designated single point of entry, and the consistent use of 
protocols for allowing visitors to enter. 
While we welcome our community into our schools, it is our 
duty to ensure this is done while keeping our students safe. 
The steps that will be enforced at each building are listed on 
our district webpage  as a quick link. If you have any questions 
specific to the safety of your student’s building, please do 
not hesitate to reach out directly to the building principal, 
Michael Holly, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and 
Administration, or myself. 
As always, thank you for your support and positive energy. 

With Patriot Pride, 

Tonia 

Hispanic Students as Leaders 

Five Binghamton High School students participated in the 
Angelo Del Toro Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Initiative this past winter, with five separate leadership 
conferences beginning in mid-January and concluding March 
7. Approximately 200 students from eight delegations took 
part in the three-day institute. They took part in activities, 
which included team-building, a mock Assembly session and a 
student recognition dinner. 

Pictured, from left to right, are Jopher Girona, Angeliz Rivera 
Cabezudo, Sarah Herrera Perez, and Jeremias Agustin Leon. 
Not pictured, Mariam Perez. 

The first four events were held at the Syracuse OCM BOCES, 
while the final event in March was held in the Onondaga 
legislative chambers. 

The overall purpose of the PR/HYLI is student empowerment. 
To this end, the Institute has the following goals for its student 
delegates: 

•  The development of leadership skills in Latino/Hispanic 
youth. 

•  The creation of opportunities for Latino/Hispanic students 
to interact with positive role models such as Puerto Rican/ 
Latino elected officials, educators, and business leaders. 

•  The creation of partnerships and conversations among 
educators, business leaders and students. 

•  The development of an in-depth knowledge of the state 
legislative process. 

 

E M P  W E R  
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Witnessing Democracy in Action 
Students Travel to Albany to Experience Youth in Government Day 

Four students from Binghamton High 
School got to see democracy in action as 
they visited the state capital for Youth in 
Government Day. The Liberty Partnership 
students spent two days in Albany 
learning about government, leadership 
and law. 

Liberty Partnership adviser Autumn 
Loke has taken students for Youth in 
Government Day since 2008. She and 
Liberty Partnership co-adviser Nick 
Matyas said the focus each year varies, 
making each trip a great learning 
experience. 

“This year the students got to see a 
peaceful protest, see an actual vote, and 
meet their local representatives,” Loke 
said. “It’s an incredible learning process 
for the students.” 

The students met with Senator Fred 
Akshar, Assemblyman Clifford Crouch, 
Assemblyman Christopher Friend and 
Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo. The 
students took a tour and were introduced 
on the Senate floor.
	

It was the first time many of the students 


met their elected representatives. 

“It was a good experience, getting to meet 
those who represent you,” Binghamton 
sophomore Shaquan Johnson said, adding 
that the trip really emphasized the state’s 
history. 

“You don’t realize it, but the (New York 
state) crest is everywhere,” Johnson 
added, as he pulled out his driver’s 
license, tapping on the card. “It’s here. 
It’s on the flag. It’s in government 
buildings. It was sort of invisible to me 
before, but now I know what it means.” 

On the trip, the students sat in on a 
class at the University at Albany Law 
School, where they heard a lecture about 
intellectual property law. 

Xaneya Thomas is a sophomore with 
plans to become a criminal lawyer. She 
said the trip gave her insight looking 
ahead toward college. 

“The trip definitely made me want to look 
into attending the University at Albany 
Law School,” Thomas said. 

Loke said there’s a stringent process 

involved with choosing which students 
get to participate in the Youth in 
Government trip. 

“Students were chosen based on their 
interest, participation, activities, grades, 
and how they represent themselves and 
the school,” Loke said. 

“It was a fun experience,” sophomore 
Kameron Vazquez said. “People were 
pretty jealous when they saw my pictures 
of the trip.” 

The Liberty Partnership was established 
in 1988. It is a part of New York State 
Education Department’s Statewide 
Plan for Higher Education. Its goal is 
to maximize the successful transition 
of middle and high school students into 
graduates who are fully prepared for 
the rigors of higher education and the 
competitive demands of the workplace. 
More than 40 colleges and universities 
across the state, including Binghamton 
University, partner with students in 
grades 6 through 12 who may be 
considered at-risk or underprepared for 
college and/or a career.  

E M P  W E R  
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Students Use 
Forensic Psychology 

to Learn about 
Character Development 

Evidence Bags and English 

At the beginning of this school year, Jennifer O’Hare 
set an old suitcase on the desk in front of her class. The 12th
grade English teacher had her students rummage through the 
contents, then surmise who might be the owner. From there, a 
new project unfolded for the seniors. 

O’Hare had studied forensic psychology at SUNY Broome 
and wanted to incorporate what she’d learned into a lesson 

for her students. 
She talked with 
her former college 
professor and 
collaborated on a 
project that would 
allow her students 
to create characters 
who would be 
involved in murder 
mysteries, of 
sorts. The students 
worked in groups 
and created 
forensics bags, 

which included evidence related to the victims. Each element 
of the bag provided a glimpse into who the character was, and 
any motive behind the murder. 

“The students had to look at symbolism when deciding what to 
put in the bags,” O’Hare said. “We talked a lot about character 
development and how items could be interpreted.” 

The bags that the students created were used by the forensics 
class at SUNY Broome. From there, the college students 
meticulously sifted through the contents to figure out the 
backstory and who the victim was. 


“My favorite part of creating the evidence bag was making 

the victim and choosing their personality, their line of work, 

their lifestyle and the choices they would make,” said senior 

Antanaja Moore. 


Her team put together a carefully crafted backstory for a 
slightly overweight business man. 

“We put together objects like a coffee cup, his watch and many 
of his documents and receipts,” she said. “It was fun to put all 
of our minds together to figure out who the victims were.” 

O’Hare’s students were able to sit in on a college class and see 
how their bags were being deciphered. The BHS students even 
participated in some sleuthing as they worked along-side the 
college students. 

“It was interesting for my students, who created the evidence 
bags, to see what helped or hindered the college students,” 
O’Hare said. “To be invited into a college classroom and 
to work with psychology students was also an invaluable 
educational learning experience for my students. It really 
helped them see the demand of what a college class requires.” 

“It took time and thought and certainly creativity,” O’Hare 
added. “I’d like to do this every year with the students.” 
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 Binghamton Schools Offering 
Many Ways to View/Receive Information 

Effective communication is a cornerstone to any institution and the Binghamton 
City School District is working to increase and maintain its communication with 
families and the larger community.  With the launch of the new district website and 
app, there are many new ways to get information and be informed. Using the chart 
below, you will be able to see how to best stay connected using new and existing 
communication tools. 
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The PALace Café 
Offering Self-Esteem, Life Lessons, 
and Don’t Forget - the Great Brownies! 

Grabbing a cup of coffee or an customers and take orders,” said 
enormous brownie at the PALace Café Binghamton junior Danny Sterling. 
between classes might not seem like a “We learn how to work outside in the 
life-changing event. But to the special community. It’s training to get us real 
needs students who run the café, it is. jobs outside of school.” 

The café is open from zero Although the students 
period to third period and have a light-hearted 
provides a unique hands- approach to working, 
on educational experience I like how I can work with they do take their “
 
for the students. Not only roles quite seriously. the customers and take 
do they make the coveted Elijha Fuller hasorders ...We learn howbrownies that they sell, been working at the
but they also learn about to work outside in the café since he was 
customer service, how to community. It’s training to a freshman. Now a 
handle stress as they wait senior, he has used his 
on lines of people, and get us real jobs 

experience to secure a
they come to get a better outside of school.” job outside of school.
understanding of good 
business etiquette. The Danny Sterling, 11th grade PALS student “I got a new job at a 

café and so I get toexperience of baking and working for 
meet a lot of people,” Fuller said.the café also helps to build their self-

esteem while teaching them valuable life Caroline Doherty, also a senior, said she 
lessons. wants to become a special education 

lawyer and focus on advocacy after“I like how I can work with the 

high school. She helps with the café 
as a student liaison, acting as a bridge 
between general education and special 
education. 

“It’s totally changed my high school 
experience and made it so much more 
meaningful,” Doherty said. “I think 
building connections with the students 
and seeing their reactions to different 
things is really great.” 


The money the students earn at the café 

goes toward an end-of-the year field 
trip. In the past they have used funds 
to go to Cooperstown, Wonderworks in 
Syracuse, and New York City. 

Community Partners 
E M P  W E R  
CHALLENG E 
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Binghamton, Skillup Broome, Partner 
to Better Prepare Students for Workforce 

The Binghamton City School 
District Adult Education program 
recently participated in the Broome 
County Skillup program, which is 
designed to help the county build 
a workforce that supports positive 
economic development and connects 
employers with potential employees. 

“Together with partner agencies,” said 
Jason Garnar, Broome County executive, 
“these trainings will help equip local 
workers with skills they need to thrive 
in the local job market.” The executive’s 

office shared that at least 400 residents 
will be offered the online training. 

Oral Marriott, manager of Binghamton 
Schools’ Adult Education program, 
added that the program will help 
students accumulate job skills and 
training to expand their resumes, thus 
making them more attractive candidates, 
and more valuable employees. It also 
allows job-seekers to explore career 

pathways, view local job postings, 
register for free online learning, and 
receive workforce services. Area 
employers can search for qualified 
candidates, post jobs and receive in-
depth consulting to address hiring and 
training needs. 

This initiative is being led by Broome-
Tioga Workforce NY and the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce. 

BHS Students Earn Top Prizes at Science Fairs
 

Members of the Binghamton High School Science 
Club participated in the Southern Tier Scholastic Science 
Fair at SUNY Broome, with their projects leading to several 
impressive accolades. 

Senior Elise White won a Sigma Xi Explorer Award for 
promoting Research in Science. She is the first high school 
student to receive this award in the history of the Southern 
Tier Scholastic Science Fair. 


Other students receiving outstanding recognition for their 

projects were:
 

Samantha Tuberman, junior, won a Gold Medal for Excellence 

and the Clinical Laboratory Technologies Award.
 

Brennan Kumpon, sophomore, won a Silver Medal for 

Excellence, the Lockheed Martin Science Excellence Award, 


and will be competing in the NYS Science Congress. Kumpon 

was the only high school student from the Southern Tier 

chosen to represent the region.
 

Ariel Lynch, senior, won a Silver Medal for Excellence and 

the Clinical Laboratory Technologies Award.
 

Rayven Slater, freshman, won a Silver Medal for Excellence 

and the Merlin Award for Excellence.
 

Jasmine Sanz won a Bronze Medal for Excellence and the 

Sally Giuffrida Memorial Award for Excellence in Geoscience. 

Charlene Phoreman received an Honorable Mention 
Certificate. 

Congratulations to all of the students who participated this 
year. Many of the winners were scheduled to advance to the 
Central New York Science and Engineering Fair, March 25, 

where competition attracts students from 
11 counties. 

At the CNYSEF, Ariel Lynch recieved 
a High Honors Medallion, Jasmine 
Sanz received a Honors Medallion, an 
award from the Association for Woman 
Geo-scientists, and a scholarship from 
Morrisville State College for $5,000. 
Samantha Tuberman received a High 
Honors Medallion and was chosen to 
represent the Central New York region at 
the New York State Science Congress in 
June.E M P  W E R  
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Junior Patriots Start Winning Tradition 
Youth Basketball Push Provides Opportunities to Elementary School Students 

When Roosevelt fifth grade teacher, Dario Vazquez was
growing up, he found that being involved with sports acted 
as motivator to be at school each day, and keep up with the 
requirements asked 
of him. So when 
Vazquez and his 
co-teacher Erin 
Thompson-Miller, 
had the opportunity 
to work on a 
project that would 
bring athletics to 
elementary school 
kids, he was all in. 

“The thought 
behind the program 
was to help more 
students find their 
‘one thing’ that 
would act as a 
driving force,” 
Thompson-Miller 
said, “not just to get them to school and motivate them in 
regards to academics and behavior.” 

She said that if she and Vazquez alone saw such a need in 
their school, where students would benefit so broadly from 
participation in athletics, with so many who simply didn’t 
have the opportunity, then the same must have been true 
district-wide. 

With that need in mind, the two created the Junior Patriots 
travel basketball program. The program includes 42 students 
on four rosters. Their season began in late October, ended in 
mid- February, and was open to boys and girls in grades three 
through six. 

Having served as the Binghamton boys modified basketball 
coach for several years, Vazquez saw the need for a consistent
solid program. 

“Many surrounding districts have youth programs, so by the 
time the students start playing modified sports,” Vazquez said,
“they’ve not only been competing on a team for three to four 
years, but often with the same players.” 

One of the main differences in the Junior Patriots program 
versus programs at other districts is that it was free for 
students. The program also relied on parent volunteers to be 
coaches. 

 

, 

 

Marchea Taylor, a fifth-grade teacher at Jefferson and a former 
standout player for the Binghamton girls’ basketball program, 
now volunteers her time as a coach of the fifth- and sixth-

grade girls’ team. 

“It was so rewarding 
seeing them work 
together and encouraging 
each other,” Taylor said. 
“Especially when they’re 
teaching each other to be 
better players.” 

This outstanding 
teamwork was 
recognized by the refs 
in the league, as well 
as other coaches. The 
coach of an opposing 
team from Owego 
went so far as to email 
Thompson-Miller and 
Vazquez regarding the 

fifth- and sixth-grade boys’ team, writing, “In four years of 
travel basketball, this was the nicest group of players, parents 
and coaches I have ever gone against. It was a true pleasure 
playing this team both times this season.” 

This compliment, in conjunction with sportsmanship 
recognition from Pinnacle Basketball (the program that 
runs the local youth basketball league), prompted Dr. Tonia 
Thompson, Binghamton superintendent, to acknowledge the 
team and their coaches - former Patriots players K.J. Rose and 
Eric Edwards - at the February Board of Education meeting 
with Patriot Pride Award certificates. 

Thompson-Miller and Vazquez said the program has been an 
amazing opportunity for them. 

“It went better than either of us had imagined,” Thompson-
Miller said. “We were able to see families come together to 
support the teams and encourage teamwork.” 

“We would love to see the students who participated continue 
to grow in both talent and character,” Vazquez added, “and 
we’d ultimately like to see this opportunity extended to even 
more of our students in the district.”  

CHALLENG E 
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Odyssey of the Mind 
A Look into Creative Preparation 

Students fill wide hallways, large canvases, paint trays and brushes decorate the 
floors. Teams work feverishly to finish backdrops, costumes and other props for the 
annual Odyssey of the Mind competition. 

This scene - With just five days prior to 
the OM competition at BT-BOCES, the 
hallway was a flurry of activity. 

“We’ve been working on our problem 
since September,” said Binghamton 
senior Derek Bennett. 

Odyssey of the Mind is a creative 
problem-solving program involving 
students from kindergarten through 
college. The Binghamton City School 
District had 22 teams involved this year, 
representing 25 percent of the teams 
participating across the region. Things 
came to a head at BOCES as teams from 
across Broome County competed. 

Bennett and teammates were just one 
of the teams from BHS. This team was 
coached by English teacher Pamela 
Dayton-Coon, who said she became an 
OM coach seven years ago. 

“The students who participate in 
Odyssey of the Mind are regular, 

everyday students,” Dayton-Coon 
said. “Some people may think these 
students are only the smartest kids, but 

that is just not 
true. The students 
participating in 
OM are creative, 
passionate 
for learning, 
compassionate 
to each other, 
and interested in 
improving our 
world.” 

Learning to work 
together is a big 
part of OM. Trever 
Moncrieft is a fifth-
grader at Woodrow 
Wilson Elementary. 
This was his first 
year participating 
in OM. He said 

he thought that OM would be a fun 
adventure. 

“You get to work together as part of 
a team,” Moncrieft said. “It’s a nice 
experience to get to work with friends.” 

With a limited amount of practices 
before the 
competition, the 
team at Wilson 
worked on ways 
to make their 
presentation 
as creative as 
possible while 
staying within 
the eight-minute 
time limit. 
The students 
sometimes 

reached a stalemate. 

“We just vote to make decisions,” said 
fifth-grader Naidia Turner. “It makes it 
easier and there are less problems.”  
The democracy of the group seemed 
to work and there was little discussion 
or argument after the vote was taken. 
The students were guided through their 
problem by their coach, but the students 
must lead the decision-making process. 

Jennifer Kelly is an OM coach for 
teams at Wilson and West Middle 
School. She said the level of creativity 
that the students displayed was awe-
inspiring. Both her son and daughter 
have participated in OM for years. Her 
daughter, Lauren Kelly, is a seventh-
grader at West Middle School and has 
been participating since third grade. 

“I just love it,” 
Lauren said. 
“Competition is 
really fun and 
you get to go 
around and not 
only participate 
in your problem, 
you get to go 
around and 
watch other 
people.” 

Last year 
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her team made it to state level of 
competition. After teams compete at 
the state-wide competition, there is 
the opportunity for them to compete at 
“Worlds.” That top level of competition 
features team from 27 
countries. 

Up until the competition, 
the projects the teams 
work on are shrouded in 
secrecy, because in this 
competition, creativity 
counts. They must use 
skits, props, structures 
and their imaginations to solve pre
determined problems. Then at the 
competition, judges assign scores for a 
variety of criteria. 

In addition to the main problem the
teams must solve, there is a spontaneous
component to the competition. The 
spontaneous piece has the students

presented with a problem
when they walk into a given 
room. They have a certain 
amount of time to solve the 
problem and it has to remain 
a secret until after the state 
competition. 

“They are not allowed to
discuss their problem with anyone, not
even me,” said Dayton-Coon. “I have
never had a team spill the beans, and I
am very proud of the students for that.”

11 

Binghamton City Schools 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Results 
The Binghamton City School 
District had several teams place in the 
Top 3 of their Odyssey of the Mind 
competition. The event took place March 
10 at Broome-Tioga BOCES. 

• Two of the district’s teams will 
move on to the New York state level 
of competition. They finished 1-2 in 
the same competition category. They 
were: West Middle School’s 8519 
team (coached by Jeff Sabol and Cindy 
Raymond), which finished first in 
the Problem 4, Division 2 category; 
and, West Middle School’s 1964 team 
(coached by Jennifer Kelly), which 
finished second in that same category. 

The state level of competition will be 
held April 7 at Binghamton University. 

• Two 
Binghamton 
district 
teams 
finished in 
second place 
in their 
categories. 
They were: 
Binghamton 
High School 
(Problem 
5, Division 3); and, Binghamton High 
School (Problem 3, Division 3). 

• Four Binghamton district teams 
finished in third place in their categories. 
They were: Woodrow Wilson (Problem 
4, Division 1); West Middle School 
(Problem 5, Division 2); and, Horace 
Mann and Woodrow Wilson (tied, 
Problem 5, Division 1). 

CHALLENG E 
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Imagine, Create, Inspire 
Program Encourages Students to Bring Passion to Creative, School-Wide Initiatives 

Anew program at East Middle 
School encourages students to Imagine, 
Create and Inspire. 

As part of the ICI program, which 
began in December, 25 students choose 
a project in which they have a passion, 
then devise a way to use that momentum 
to help others. The students are required 
to draft a proposal outlining how they’ll 
take their idea from drawing board to 
reality. 

Kim Sanford and Katherine Burke 
spearheaded the initiative. 
Sanford, a Challenge Enrichment 
teacher, and Burke, the school’s 
librarian, said the program is available 
to any student in grades 6 through 8 who 
wants a challenge and to work on self-
directed projects during Academic Bloc 
Period. 

“We modeled the program after one 
we learned about in Syracuse, with 
one significant difference,” Sanford 
explained. “We wanted our students 
to choose something that they felt 
passionate about.” 

A few examples of the East students’ 
projects center on anti-bullying themes, 
healthy eating/school garden, volunteer 
work, and an after-school yoga program. 

“One of our students is working on 
starting a lunchtime dance group,” 
Sanford said. “Her purpose is not just 
to share her personal love of dance. 
She also believes that it will be a great 
opportunity for students to be active and 
to socialize during the lunch hour.” 

Sanford said this particular student 
developed her plan, surveyed students to 
see how much interest existed, then met 
with the school’s principal to discuss 
logistics. The student is now planning 
the actual dance sessions. The group 
expects to be starting their activity 
within the next few weeks. 

Burke said the learning experience is 
just as important for the students as the 
final product. 

“Our students must think through each 
step of the process,” she said, adding 
that the process is often multi-layered. 
“Sometimes that means reaching out 
to teachers, administrators or others 
students for help.” 

Sanford added that most of the students 
involved have developed their proposals 
and now have a plan in place for 
executing them. 

“It gives our students an opportunity 
to pursue something they’re passionate 
about,” she added, “and to learn how 
to apply that passion to a real-life 
situation.” 

E D U C A T E + 
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 “I mentioned that we have Arabic and 
Chinese and they were really surprised about 
that because they came from prep schools 
where French, German, Latin and Spanish 
are the standard languages, and Arabic 
and Chinese are really cutting-edge and 
applicable for today’s situations,” she said. 

During her time at the high school, she was 
also involved in several extracurricular 
activities, including band, orchestra, and 
performing in the pit orchestra during 
musicals. She encouraged others to do the 
same. 
“Try to explore as many opportunities that 
the high school has to offer. For example, 
I wish I had thought to try the engineering 
program so that I had a better idea about 
what I was getting myself into for college,” 
Dura offered. 

Although she said her parents would have 
liked her to take the engineering route in 
college, she had to trust her gut. 

“Really follow your instincts when it comes 
to your interests, because it can be difficult 
to figure out,” she said. “Sometimes you will 
face pressures from home or expectations of 

 

 

BHS Alumnae Studies  
Technology of Warfare at UPenn 
IB Programme Prepares Students for Success in College 

Four years ago, if you asked Kathryn Dura if she thought don’t have that experience or really struggle with,” Dura said. 
she would be studying missiles and writing her senior thesis “Whereas at Binghamton, I was exposed to that very early 
on emerging technologies on warfare, she’d have laughed. from my entire time in the district, and it has helped me to 
Dura was the Binghamton High salutatorian for the Class of be able to create deeper understandings of other groups of 
2014, and on her way to study engineering at the University people.” 
of Pennsylvania. But in her sophomore year at UPenn, she She said her college friends have been stunned when she tells
switched her major to international relations and modern them about the opportunities she had at Binghamton High
Middle Eastern studies (with a minor in mathematics). School. 
Today she’s working on her thesis, a 
project that investigates the effects of 
technologies’ features to increase accuracy 

It was especially r elevant 
as I am writing my senior 

thesis and I need to be 
organized and 

challenge myself 
and conduct 
independent 

research which 
is what the IB 

Programme really 
stresses, especially 

with the EE ... I
really appreciated how 

 that prepared me for not 
only my thesis but for my 

professional career.
 

“for drones, and faster communication for 
messaging apps, as well as updating war 
models to reflect these developments. 

“I’m essentially looking into the 
capabilities of drones and questioning 
whether drones are a whole 
new technology or the next 
logical evolutionary step in 
warfare,” she said. 

Dura graduated from BHS 
with a full International 
Baccalaureate diploma. 
She said she was able to 
accomplish that goal thanks 
to her ability to take on large 
research projects. 

“It was especially relevant 
as I am writing my senior thesis, and I 
need to be organized and challenge myself
and conduct independent research, which 
is what the IB program really stresses, 

especially with the EE,” she said. “I really 
appreciated how that prepared me, not 

only for my thesis but for my professional 
 others, and what it really comes down to is
career.” being happy in the long-term. Following your passions is the 
The IB program prepared her for the academic rigors of way to go.” 
college, but she also said she benefited from the diversity After Dura graduates from college, she said she’d like to
of the district as well. She said that her time in the district pursue a career with the federal government as an analyst of
provided her with a strong foundation, not only academics, but Middle-Eastern affairs for the Department of Defense.
also relationships. Dura will be the keynote speaker at this year’s Area Scholastic 
“What I found coming from BHS was that I was really able to Dinner, which honors all valedictorians and salutatorians from 
understand and interact with a variety of people from different the area districts. 
backgrounds, which is something that a lot of peers at Penn 
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The Rod Serling School  of Fine Arts at Binghamton High School 

 presents... 

    Words and Music by Richard Adler and Jerry Ross 

     Book by  George Abbott and  Douglas Wallop 
Based on the novel by Douglas Wallop “The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant” 

Helen Foley Theatre  
March 9 and 10 at 7:30 PM 

March 11 at 2:00 PM 

$8 General Admission  •  $6 Students and Sr. Citizens 

Call: (607) 762-8202 

Produced by special arrangement with Music Theatre International® 

 

 

2018 Musical Showcases 
All Aspects of Rod Serling School of Fine Arts 

The Rod Serling School of Fine Arts 
showcased its spring musical “Damn 
Yankees” in March. From the intricate 
sets, the complicated dance numbers, the 
amazing vocal talents and the musical 
accompaniment of the pit orchestra, 
Binghamton Schools’ fine arts program 
was on full display. 

Sophomore Joshua Schull played one of 
the musical’s main characters. 
“Just being on stage in front of tons of 
people is a thrill,” Schull said. “But it’s 
also about working with people and 
creating that connection with someone 
else through theatre. It’s really special 
and it can last long beyond the show.”  

Arianna Koniuto, Binghamton theatre 
teacher, said it’s amazing to see her 
students evolve throughout the school 
year. She said being involved with 
theatre can change lives. 

“We are focused on theatre and what 
theatre can bring to our students, 
Koniuto said, “and then what our 
students can bring out into the world.” 

Binghamton senior Olivia Capozzi 
performs in the spring musical every 
year. She said she believes that having 
arts education is essential. 

“You learn so much more than just 
theatre and drama skills. You really 

learn valuable life skills ... I think it’s 
so important and a great outlet for kids 
of all ages, and I will advocate for arts 

education until the day I die. 

Binghamton senior Olivia Capozzi ”
 
The Rod Serling School of Fine Arts 
at Binghamton High School offers 
students a complete fine arts curriculum 

with the opportunity to concentrate 
studies in visual arts, music, theatre 
and dance. Within each area, a student 
can specialize according to his or her 
interests and talents. The program has 
become a model for fine arts education 
in New York state and is the only one of 
its kind in the Southern Tier.  

Patriot Pride 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

New Attendance System
Coming to Binghamton Schools 
SafeArrival Will Open More Communication, 
Provide More Efficient Monitoring of Students 

The Binghamton City School District will be adopting a new system to im-
prove the way we track attendance. The SafeArrival system, which was recent-
ly piloted in Roosevelt Elementary School and East Middle School, will make 
it easier for parents and guardians to report - and respond to - school absences. 
In the pilot schools, it took less time to verify student attendance, and less time 
to notify parents/guardians of unexpected absences.

Here’s how it will work: If a student is marked absent and the absence hasn’t 
been communicated to the schools in advance, our new SafeArrival system 
will be able to rapidly contact the parent by automated phone call, email, 
or what’s known as a mobile app push notification. The schools will use 
these methods to quickly ascertain a reason for the absence. When a call 
is received about an absence, the parent can follow an automated menu to 
provide an excuse. 

This new, automated SafeArrival process will be available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, making it possible for parents to report future absences 
at any time. Parents and guardians will soon receive more details on how 
to sign up for SafeArrival, and the district is hopeful that all our students’
families will take part. 

Family Engagement 
Parent Cafés Help Make Connections 
Between Home and Schools With Regular open Workshops 

Family engagement is a key component of a child’s/student’s experiences, achievements and success in school. At Bingham
ton Schools, Parent Cafés have been used for several years as a platform to engage and promote empowerment among parents.
 

These parent cafés have more recently evolved into workshops staff and administrators.
	
with agenda topics to help meet the needs and requests of 
 Over several years, district leaders learned a lot from engaging
parents. In general, each marking period, parents are invited in the cafés and processing parents’ feedback. Parents 
to participate in a workshop based on their interest. Guidance expressed interest in being more connected to the schools,
counselors, administrators and other key personnel are invited to better understand ways to maximize students’ academic 
to workshops as resources and supports for families. success, and to be more informed of their child’s or children’s 
The district hosted its most recent café January 31, with progress. 
its focus on student achievement. Parents learned how The long-term intent is to use the workshop model of the
attendance, discipline and grades impacts their child’s cafés to continue building trust-based relationships and
overall success, and they received a profile detailing their communicative pathways between and among parents,
child’s accomplishments in these key areas. During previous community leaders and school personnel.
cafés, such topics were addressed as follows: experiences 

(challenging and positive) with the school; raising children in 

the Binghamton community; and, communication with school 
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With eight winter sports available 
to Binghamton High School’s student-
athletes, so many of our students take 
part in athletics during the coldest 
months. From basketball to bowling, 
from boys’ swimming to wrestling, from 
indoor track & field to ice hockey, from 
our cheerleaders to our talented dance 
team, there’s something for just about 
every type of student-athlete. 

At Binghamton High School, there’s a 
true pride in our level of competition, 
our camaraderie and our sportsmanship. 
But the greatest level of pride is 
reserved for those standout students who 
engage in athletic competition. 

On March 21, the New York State 
Public Schools Athletic Association 
named its Scholar-Athlete Teams for 
the winter 2017-2018 season (where 75 
percent or more of a team’s roster has 
greater than or equal to a 90.0 GPA), 
and seven Binghamton winter teams 
were honored. 

They were: Boys Bowling; Boys Indoor 
Track & Field; Boys Swimming & 
Diving; Competitive Cheerleading; 
Girls Basketball; Girls Bowling; and, 
Girls Indoor Track & Field. 

Proud of our Patriots 
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Proud of our Patriots
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#BPatriotProud 
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Honored Music Students 
Performed in March Events
Congratulations to all of our 
students chosen to represent Binghamton 
Schools in the Broome County Music 
Educators Association concerts this 
spring. 

Five students were chosen for the 2018 
7th- through 9th-grade BCMEA Chorus 
and performed March 3 at Binghamton 
University under the direction of 
Jennifer Easley and Cindy Elliot. 

Representing Binghamton High School: 

• Rayven Slater 
• Melisha Jones 
• Soniah Rodney 
• Yaseen Anderson
 

Representing West Middle School:
 
• Patrick McGovern
 

Twelve Binghamton High School 

students were selected to sing with the 

2018 10th- through 12th-grade BCMEA
 
All-County Chorus. They performed 

March 17 at Binghamton University 

under the direction of Jennifer Easley. 

They are: 

• Fedeline Jean-
Philippe 
• Angelique 
Williams 
• AJ Massey 
• Myah Thomas 
• Tram Nguyen 
• Jeannie Sebesta 
• Natalie Sheehan 
• Alim Sicic 
• Nya Gibson 
• Joshua Schull 
• Paige McNett 
• Trevor Terry 

Six students from the MacArthur/ 
Jefferson Elementary and West Middle 
School orchestra programs were selected 
to participate in the 2018 BCMEA 5th- 
and 6th-grade festivals. The BCMEA 

5th- and 6th-grade Orchestra 
Festival was held March 2 and 
3 at BU’s Anderson Center. 
Under the direction of Rebecca 
Spena, the orchestra performed 
several pieces, including 
Eleanor Rigby by The Beatles, 
A Beethoven Lullaby by Brian 
Balmages, and Mystical Quest 
by Jeremy Woolstenhulme. 
Students are from the program 
of Ruth Fisher and Laura Hine. 

Representing Thomas Jefferson 
Elementary: 
• Max Abaya, Cello 
• Derrick Blizard, Violin 2 
• Colin McGovern, Viola 

Representing West Middle School: 
• Alexis Drozdowski, Violin 2 
• Andrew McBean, Violin 1 
• Kayla Pelton, Bass (principal chair) 

Five students represented the district 
in the BCMEA 7th- and 9th-grade 
orchestra. 

Representing West 
Middle School: 
• Alexander MacBlane, 
Violin 
• Corby Guba, Bass 
Binghamton High School 
• Soniah Rodney, Cello 
• Haven Stetson, Cello 
• Kaylin Piza Taylor, 
Cello 

Five Binghamton High 
School students were 
chosen to play in the 
BCMEA 10th- through 
12th-grade orchestra 
under the direction 
Elizabeth Bartlett. 

They are: 
• Jessemia Meekins, 
Cello 

• Shayna Kent, Violin 
• Olivia Marshall, Violin 
• Sela Kent, Violin 
• Jessica Fisher, Cello 

CHALLENG E
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BHS Students Participate in  
Career Fair at Downtown Incubator 

Students from Binghamton High School’s business and 
P-Tech (Pathways in Technology Early College High School) 
classes participated in a career fair at the Koffman Southern 
Tier Incubator in downtown Binghamton recently. The 25 
participating students took a tour of the incubator and were 
able to observe the various new startups housed there. 

Kathleen Beckwith, business and social studies chairwoman, 
said the career fair allowed the students an opportunity to 
interact with business owners/leaders in the Binghamton 
community, and to begin networking with an eye on future 
careers. 

The attending students ranged in age from 15 to 18 years. 
They may not have been actively seeking employment, 

said Beckwith, but she added that the fair offered them an 
opportunity to learn valuable life skills. 

“It’s important for students to speak with someone in a high-
level business profession, without the stress of trying to obtain 
a job or admittance to college,” Beckwith said. 

Businesses at the career fair included: The Agency, State 
Farm Insurance; Roberson, M&T Bank; GHS Federal Credit 
Union; Warren Real Estate; SUNY Broome Dental Hygiene; 
Binghamton University Nursing Program; and, The Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce. 

E M P  W E R  
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Spring Fine Arts Events 
BHS Rod Serling School Spring Dance Concert .....April 19 at 7 p.m. 

EMS Musical “Shrek” .....April 26 & 27 at 7 p.m. 

WMS Spring Concert .....May 2 at 7 p.m. 

MacArthur Concert .....May 8 at 9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

WMS NYSSMA Recital/ Arts Night .....May 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

BHS Orchestra Concert .....May 14 at 7 p.m. 

Franklin Spring Concert .....May 15 at 1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Jefferson Spring Concert .....May 16 at 6 p.m. 

EMS Spring Concert .....May 16 at 7 p.m. 

BHS Choral Concert .....May 17 at 7 p.m. 

BHS Band Concert .....May 21 at 7 p.m. 

Coolidge Spring Concert .....May 22 at 1:15 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

Wilson Spring Concert .....May 22 at 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

EMS & WMS 6-8 Bands Play National Anthem 
at Rumble Ponies Game .....May 23 at 6:35 p.m. 

Roosevelt Art Night .....May 24 at 5:30 p.m. 

A Taste of Broadway Dessert Cabaret .....May 30 at 7 p.m. 

Mann Spring Concert .....May 31 at 1 p.m. & 6 p.m. 

BCSD Elementary Bands Play National Anthem 
at Rumble Ponies Game .....June 1 at 7:05 p.m. 

MacArthur Student Recital .....June 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

BHS Dance Concert .....June 6 at 7 p.m. 




